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What Does Rex Retriever Do?

Rex Retriever helps with content domain 1b:

Identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts,  
such as characters, events, titles and information.

This means that he is there to help you to answer  
questions by finding the answer in the text.

Rex might ask you what the characters are called, what they do, what the 
name of the chapter is or what you have learned about a particular topic.



 

What Might Rex Retriever Ask?
Bac
k

Rex Retriever might ask questions like these:

• Where is the story set?

• Who is the main character in the story?

• How is the dilemma resolved?

• Tell me one fact you have found out in this text about…

• Where in this book could I look if I wanted to know more about…?

• Which part of the story did you like the most? Why



Minibeasts
Minibeasts are animals which can be found in many different environments. They 
are able to live in water, in the soil and in small cracks and openings. In the United 
Kingdom, there are well over 30,000 different kind of minibeast, such as stag 
beetles, caterpillars and snails. They can look very different. Some minibeasts, like 
butterflies, are able to fly, whereas others, like earthworms, move underground. 
There are species like caterpillars and millipedes that have longer bodies and a 
large number of legs, and live mostly on leaves.

In the Garden
Gardens hold many different species of minibeast. Bees are often found around 
flowers in gardens and local parks. They are important as they collect pollen 
to make honey and by moving from flower to flower, they help more flowers 
grow. If a garden has a hedge around it, you might be able to find a stag beetle 
underneath. These are the largest insects in Britain, and can grow up to 7cm long. 
They have a hard outer shell and very large jaws that look like the antlers on a 
deer’s head. Not all beetles are this big. Most of the beetles that make a home in 
gardens are very small. Most beetles like to live in old, rotting leaves or bark so 
that they are not easily seen.

In Ponds and Rivers
Other habitats where minibeasts can be found in great quantities and variety are 
in ponds and rivers. There are creatures that live in or near water that are like 
the animals found in gardens. Leeches are very similar to slugs. They have soft, 
stretchy bodies but live their lives in swamps and rivers. Lots of minibeasts start 
as larvae (babies) in water and when they are fully-grown, they are able to fly 
or live on land. Insects like dragonflies and mayflies grow from larva into large, 
four-winged insects, which live on the reeds and grasses that surround the water. 

Staying Alive
Most minibeasts do not have a skeleton like humans; they have a shell on the 
outside of their bodies to protect them. However, some minibeasts’ bodies are only 
soft. These animals often try to hide or blend in with the plants around them 
so that they are not seen. The bodies of slugs are completely soft and birds and 
other predators can easily eat them. Snails carry a hard shell on their backs and 
are able to pull back into this shell if they feel threatened. Though it is not very 
popular in the UK, snails are eaten by people in some countries in the world.
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Answer in full sentences.

1. How many different species of minibeast are found in the United Kingdom?

 

2. Name two features of millipedes.

 

  

3. How did stag beetles get their name?

 

 

4. How are the skeletons of most minibeasts different from humans?

 

 

5. What is a habitat?

 

 

6. What name is given to baby insects?

 

 

7. How do snails react if they are scared?

 

 

 

8. Which minibeasts have you spotted before? Where did you see them?

 

 

 

Questions about Minibeasts
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1.  How many different species of minibeast are found in the United Kingdom?

There are over 30,000 different species in the United Kingdom.

2. Name two features of millipedes.

Millipedes have long bodies and many legs.

3. How did stag beetles get their name?

Stage beetles got their name as they have long jaws like the antlers of a deer.

4. How are the skeletons of most minibeasts different from humans?

Humans have a skeleton on the inside of their bodies; insects have a shell on the outside.

5. What is a habitat?

A habitat is where an insect / minibeast / other animal lives.

6. What name is given to baby insects?

Baby insects are known as larvae.

7. How do snails react if they are scared?

If a snail is scared, it hides back into its shell. 

8. Which minibeasts have you spotted before? Where did you see them?

Children to give an appropriate answer referring to minibeasts.

Answers

Questions about Minibeasts
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Glossary
A glossary is like a dictionary, which explains what key 

words from the text mean.

Contents Page
A contents page is at the front of a book. It tells you what 
is in the book in order, listing the titles of the chapters or 

sections.

Labels
Labels are words which help you to identify a picture and its 

parts.

Headings
A heading is the main title of the text, which tells you what 

the text as a whole will be about. 

Captions
A caption is a phrase or sentence which explains what is 

shown or happening in a picture.

Sub-headings
Sub-headings are mini titles throughout a text which tell you 
what that specific section is about. They are usually bold or 

bigger than the rest of the writing.

Features of Non-Fiction Texts

Index Page
The index is usually at the back of the book. It lists 

important words from the book in alphabetical order.

Photographs
These are pictures throughout the text to show you what 

things look like.
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Setting Description Senses Word Mat
Sights Sounds Smells Sensations Feelings
ancient
angular
bright

bustling
cluttered
crowded
dazzling

disappointing
dusty
empty

enormous
fashionable
glistening

gloomy
grim

hectic
impressive
luxurious
miniscule

misshapen
rounded
spotless

unkempt
wonderful

banging
buzzing

discordant
gurgling
grating
howling

loud
low-level
melodic

muttering
noisy
quiet

raucous
ringing
rustling

scratching
screeching

scuffling
silent

tapping
thumping

tuneful
wailing

whispering

bumpy
cool

damp
forceful
freezing
gentle
hard
itchy

jagged
loose

pleasant
rough

slippery
smooth
soaking

soft
sticky

stifling
sweltering

tickly
tight

uncomfortable
unpleasant

wobbly

amazed
anxious

ashamed
calm

confident
curious

disappointed
eager

excited
exhilarated

furious
impressed

lazy
lonely

miserable
nauseated

nervous
overawed
overjoyed

proud
reluctant

serene
terrified

underwhelmed

clean
clinical
damp

delicious
disgusting

dusty
earthy
exotic

familiar
floral
fresh
fruity

homely
mouth-

watering
perfumed
pleasant
pungent

refreshing
sickening

smoky
tangy

tempting
unfamiliar

unusual

visit twinkl.com

:ULWLQJ�5HVRXUFH��

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-twinkl-originals/twinkl-educational-publishing-fiction-stories-english-key-stage-2/coles-kingdom-ks2-twinkl-originals


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________

WRITING RESOURCE 3

Write your setting description here!



Reading Thermometers
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Write the correct temperatures underneath each thermometer.

_______°C _______°C_______°C _______°C
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Reading Thermometers
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Write the correct temperatures underneath each thermometer.

_______°C _______°C_______°C _______°C
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Reading Thermometers
Write the correct temperatures underneath each thermometer.
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_______°C _______°C_______°C _______°C
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Maths | Year 3 | Measurement | Measure, Compare, Add and Subtract Units of Measurement |  
Lesson 1 of 8: Measuring in Centimetres

Please make sure that you print this resource at 100% so that all 
measurements are correct. 

To do this, follow the relevant steps below.

Adobe Reader or Adobe Acrobat
• Adobe Reader is a free PDF viewer, from 
Adobe. To install a copy of Adobe Reader, go to 
https://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/.

• Once Adobe Reader is installed, open your PDF.

• Go to File>Print.

• Under ‘Page Sizing & Handling’, select ‘Size’.

• From here, make sure that ‘Actual Size’ is selected.

• Print this page as a test, making sure that the shape 
below is the correct size once printed.

• If the test print is correct, print your PDF.

 
 

Foxit Reader
• Go to File>Print.

• Set the ‘Scaling’ to ‘None’.

• Print this page as a test, making sure that the shape 
below is the correct size once printed.

• If the test print is correct, print your PDF.

Web Browser
• If printing from a web browser, such as Chrome, 
Firefox or Microsoft Edge make sure that your 
printer is set to print at 100%, either by unticking 
‘Fit to Page’ or selecting ‘Actual Size’.

• Print this page as a test, making sure that the shape 
below is the correct size once printed.

• If the test print is correct, print your PDF.
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Estimating and Measuring
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Maths | Year 3 | Measurement | Measure, Compare, Add and Subtract Units of Measurement |  
Lesson 1 of 8: Measuring in Centimetres
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Object Estimate (cm) Measurement (cm)
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Topic resource 1: Muslim pilgrimage 






Topic resource 2: Healthy eating 






Topic resource  3: Create your own meal




Topic resource 4: Importance of exercise




Topic resource 5:  The importance of good hygiene










Topic resource 6:  An activity to complete on good hygiene.
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